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  February 2012  

 

The end of January brings an end to the second marking period and marks 
the halfway point of the school year.  As we embark upon the second half, it 
is important that we maintain the same excitement and enthusiasm that we 
brought with us at the start. This is also a good time to reflect upon our 
school journey thus far.   
 
We have seen the blending of two school communities, their students, 
families, and staff, into one school.  While families and staff members    
continue to get acquainted, each day finds them becoming more familiar 
with their new surroundings.   For students, it is clear that they have quickly 
adjusted to their new school.  They enter the building with smiles on their 
faces and with warm greetings for each other.  The students know their way 
around the school and have made making friends with new students a top 
priority.  The building hums with the daily activities of teachers teaching 
and students learning.  It is this same enthusiasm and sense of purpose that 
leads us into the second half of the school year.  February, like the months 
before, promises to be a busy month filled with exciting learning opportuni-
ties! 
 
In tandem with our instructional program, this month we will honor our 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ 
participate in Read Across America Day, and attend a musical assembly  
focusing on health and wellness.  We will also be sending home the second 
marking period report cards on Wednesday, February 1.  If you have any 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ   
It is this continuing partnership between home and school that supports the 
successful learning of all the Willow Dale students. 
 

ά!ƭƻƴŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΤ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦέ 
                     ~Helen Keller 

Our best to you and your families,  

 

 

Mrs. Paula N. Voshell  

Principal  



Read Across America  

"You're never too old, too wacky, 
too wild, to pick up a book and 

read with a child." 

"Read Across America Day,ó 

NEAõs national reading 

celebration takes place each 

year on or near March 2, the 

birthday of Dr. Seuss.  Across 

the country, thousands of 

schools, libraries, and 

community centers participate 

by bringing together kids, teens, 

and books!" 

As part of our 

week-long 

celebration of 

Dr. Seuss 

and reading, 

you are 

invited to join 

us for a fun -filled family 

festivity  on Wednesday, 

February 29, 2012, from    

6:30 -8:00 p.m. This year, our 

family -oriented activities will 

feature the Dr. Seuss favorite, 

The Lorax .  Please look for 

updates on events and 

activities  on the Willow Dale 

Library Events webpage.˂ 
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Kindergarten Registration  

If you or a neighbor that you know 

has a child who will be 5 years old by 

August 31, 2012, then it is time to 

mark your calendar for kindergarten 

registration.  This year kindergarten 

registration will take place on 

Wednesday, March 7, in the Alta S. 

Leary All -Purpose Room at Willow 

Dale, beginning at 7:00 PM.  During 

the eveningõs presentation, you will 

meet school staff, learn about the 

kindergarten curriculum, and have 

the opportunity to complete the 

required forms to register your child 

for kindergarten.  

To register your child, you must 

bring the following items to 

registration:  

The childõs birth certificate (We 

will make a copy at registration.)  

The childõs social security 

number  

The childõs immunizations  

4 proofs of residency (examples: 

telephone bill, electric bill, 

driverõs license, etc.) 

If you would like to complete the 

registration forms before coming to 

registration, they are available on the 

district website.  

Keep in mind that this will be the only 

opportunity to register a kindergarten 

child at Willow Dale.  After March 7, 

the Centennial School District 

administrative offices in Johnsville 

will handle kindergarten registration.  

In order to register there, you will 

need to call for an appointment (215) 

441-6000, ext. 11046.  ˂

Outstanding Cafeteria Balance  

The Food Service Department 

policy states that students who owe 

more than an established 

obligation ($25.00 Elementary), be 

provided with a basic, healthy 

snack in lieu of the full lunch when 

this amount is exceeded.  The 

cafeteria has begun to enforce this 

policy and asks that payments be 

made in a timely manner.  You can 

also prepay for lunch through the 

òPay-for -Itó system where credit can 

be immediately applied to the 

account. 

Keep in mind that free or reduced 

lunches are available to those who 

are eligible.   

To see if you qualify, please fill out 

an application through the Business 

Office of the Centennial School 

District.   

If you have any questions, please 

contact Mr. Bill Gretton, Assistant 

Superintendent of Operations, at 

214-441-6000, ext. 11006.˂ 
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Recess 

Recess is an opportunity for 

students to get some fresh air and 

play with their friends. Because we 

will continue to go outside during 

the winter months (weather 

permitting), we ask that students  

 

 

 

be dressed appropriately for the 

season.  Long pants, hats, coats, 

gloves, and scarves keep students 

warm while they enjoy the sunshine 

and fresh air on a wintry day. Thank 

you for your help with this!˂ 

Lost and Found  

Although the weather, at times, 

feels spring -like, we are still in the 

middle of the winter season.  

Sometimes winter weather can 

interrupt the school day or cause 

the school district to close.  Take 

time to review with your child 

your familyõs plan if there is an 

early dismissal or a school closing.   

 

When inclement weather arrives, 

announcements of school closings 

will be made on KYW (1060 AM).  

The radio stations identify school 

districts by name and/or by 

specific numbers.  Centennialõs 

school closing number is 753.  

When schools open late, 753 will 

be announced, along with details 

of the delayed opening.  

Additional channels (3, 6, and 

10), as well as the local Comcast 

cable channel, 28, and Verizon 

cable channel, 36, will post 

information.  As always, the 

district website, 

www.centennialsd.org , will be 

updated with up -to-the-minute 

information.  Donõt forget that 

this information can be sent 

directly to your inbox if you are 

signed up for e -alerts.  Visit the 

district 

website for 

further 

information.  

Attendance  

While we all 

recognize the 

importance of daily 

attendance at school, 

we also need to keep 

in mind that 

students need to be on time for the 

start of the school day (8:45 a.m.).  

When students consistently  arrive 

late to school, they miss the 

opportunity to participate in the 

morning routines, including time to 

meet and greet their classmates and 

time to discuss the dayõs schedule 

with the teacher.  

Sometimes a doctorõs appointment 

makes it necessary for students to 

arrive late to school, which is 

understandable, as it is not 

something that happens every day.  

However, when students arrive late 

on a regular basis, learning may be 

affected.  Let us work together to 

have our students arrive on time, 

take part in the morning routines, 

have a clear understanding of the 

dayõs schedule for learning, and be 

full participants in their learning  

Family Vacations  

Are you 

planning a 

family trip or 

vacation 

during the 

school year?  If so, keep in mind 

that district policy specifies that 

trip/vacation requests must be 

made to the Principal at least 

two weeks before the trip occurs .  

Request forms are available in 

the main office or on the Willow 

Dale website.˂  

Inclement Weather  

Is your child missing a hat, gloves, 

lunchbox, or even a coat?  If so, you 

may want to stop in the cafeteria and 

check out the Willow Dale Lost and 

Found.  To help in identifying          

misplaced items, please take time to 

label your childõs clothing.  This        

assists us in returning those lost items 

more quickly to their owners. Thank 

you!˂       

http://www.centennialsd.org
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February 2012 Calendar  
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#ÏÕÎÓÅÌÏÒȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ  

 

Peer Mediation at Willow Dale 
 

~Students Helping Students to Resolve Conflicts Peacefully~ 

 

 

Fifth Grade Peer mediators are trained and ready to mediate conflicts at Willow Dale!!! 

 

What do peer mediators do?  

 

Help other kids work together to solve problems 

Are respectful and trustworthy 

Listen to kids tell their stories 

Try to understand the problems 

Help kids come up with ideas to solve their conflict 

Help kids make an agreement that will solve their problem 

 

What types of conflicts can be mediated using peer mediation? 

 

Arguments 

Name-calling/put -downs 

Rumors 

Friendship problems 

 

How is a mediation arranged? 

 

Students, parents, or teachers may request a mediation using a request form. 

If students agree to a mediation, the coordinator assigns the mediators and schedules the mediation. 

 

Where does a mediation take place? 

 

A private, yet adult supervised area, is designated. 

Mediations will take place during the recess period of the mediators. 

School counselors are available to assist the mediators if necessary 
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Home and School News  

 February 2012  

Willow Dale Home & School  

Next Home & School meeting  ð 

 

The February H&S meeting will be held on Monday 

February 6th in the school library.  Please join us as 

we begin to discuss elections for next year.   The H&S 

meetings are a great opportunity for you to ask ques-

tions and to learn about what the H&S does for our 

school.  It is also a chance for you to get to know the 

other parents and to find fun ways to get involved at 

Willow Dale!  We hope to see you there!  

  

 

Our school has earned $1,474.76 

from the Box Tops for Education pro-

gram so far this year!!!   

Valentineôs Parties 

 

Class parties will be on February 14 th  from 2pm -

3pm.   Lead room parents will be contacting room 

parents & contributing parents with information.  

 

Market Day ð online orders due 

Feb 2nd.  Pick -up Feb 8 th  

 

SCRIP ð orders due Feb 22 nd 

Pick up Feb 29th  

Box Tops Contest!  

 

Weõre having a Box Tops Contest from January 30th  

thru February 6 th .  Send in your Box Tops to your 

childõs classroom, labeled with their name, teacher 

and grade.   It is extra helpful if the box tops are 

neatly trimmed.  Thank you!  

  

 

A big thank you to the Directory/Membership    

Committee ð They did a great job on the Willow 

Dale School Directory!  

 

Candy Bar Bingo was a huge success - Everyone 

went home a winner!  Many thanks to the volun-

teers who helped that night and also to the families 

who came out & enjoyed the fun!  

Special shout 

out toé 

Stay tuned for informa-

tion about our upcoming  

Spring Walk -a-Thon!  
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CATS Ticket Winners  

As part of our Character 

Education Program here at 

Willow Dale, we celebrate the 

pillars of character each and 

every day.  Students, teachers 

and staff are invited and 

encouraged to complete CATS 

coupons to honor others for their 

being of good character.  CATS 

stands for:  Character, 

Achievement, Teamwork and 

Service.  Each Friday morning, 

on the announcements, a 

handful of names are read aloud, 

and these students receive a 

small prize from our Guidance 

Department.  While all of our 

students and staff at Willow 

Dale know that character counts, 

everywhere, all the time, the 

following students and staff were 

selected in December for being of 

especially outstanding 

character!:  

Congratulations to Mr. 

Markowski, Mrs. Laatsch, Mrs. 

LaGuardia, and Mrs. Tyson  for 

having been our January staff 

members nominated for a CATS 

coupon!  Keep up the great 

work˂ 

*Israel Atonel -Varela                                      

*Izaiah Bowers                                     

*Claudia Brocious                                   

*Allyson Brown                                            

*Lorna Rose Brown                               

*Anothony Buono                             

*Victoria Buterbaugh                                 

*Nicholas Chessario                          

*Makayla Cuthbert                             

*Mariah Demos                         

*Gianna DuBeck                        

*Jordan Delano                 

*Brianna Fitzpatrick                                

*Luis Galveo                                              

*Robert Garcia                      

*Emily Hildenbrand                   

*Alicia Hoefermann                     

*Zachary Hunter                                               

*Shawnna Husted                       

*Maxwel Jin                          

Alexis Jones                           

*Brent Kehoe                         

*Sean Kelly                              

*Lisa Leung                           

*Emily Marino                   

*Allison McAllister               

*Jessica McGowan                         

*Sarah McGuckin         

*Alexandria McPhillips                

*Jeremiah Pritchett              

*Colin Sawka                        

*Alexandra Shaw               

*Valeria Siliezar                    

*Joseph Simeone                     

*Gurjoat Singh                        

*Tamara Thornhill                             

*Caroline Weir  

Report Cards  

The second marking period 

ended on Thursday, January 26, 

2012.  Report cards will be 

distributed to the students on 

Wednesday, February 1.  Please 

take time to review it with your 

child.  If you have any questions 

regarding your childõs progress, 

please contact his or her 

teacher.˂ 

Centennial Education Foundation  

The Centennial Education 

Foundation (C.E.F.) is a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to 

supporting educational 

opportunities for our children.  

Using contributions from 

individuals, local businesses, 

corporate sponsors, and 

fundraising, the C.E.F. is able to 

fund grants throughout the 

district.  These grant monies 

support programs and projects for 

the districtõs students.  If you are 

interested in making a donation, 

please contact Joyce Mundy at 

(215) 441-6000, x11003. Thank 

you, C.E.F.!˂ 
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Digital View - Kindergarten Centers  

Kindergarten Centers  

Mrs. McGarreyõs AM Kindergarten class enjoys spending 

time working in centers.  Our youngest of Willow Dale 

friends practice their listening, writing, cutting, coloring 

and, also important, sharing and communication skills.  As 

the students work diligently, Mrs. McGarrey circulates 

around the room, checking in with each groupõs progress. 

Our Kindergarteners know why learning can be so much 

fun!  
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Digital View - Health and Nutrition  

Health and Wellness at Willow Dale  

Each month, the Willow Dale Wellness Committee provides 

a series of fun, healthy facts so that the boys and girls are 

hearing how important it is to be healthy.  Our school nurse, 

Mrs. Maher, has decorated her bulletin board with healthy 

habits, as a friendly reminder to all just how important it is 

to eat properly and to exercise.  Stay tuned for the Willow 

Dale Walk -a-thon!  
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Digital View - Books  

Books, Books, and more Books! 

Mrs. Purdyõs first grade classroom enjoys their library time 

each week!  This Digital View takes a look at how excited 

the boys and girls are to choose their own library books!  

Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Purdy and Mrs. Zucker work closely with 

the students so they can be independent in their library 

book selection.  Also, our parent volunteers support the 

check-out and re -shelving process.  Together, our commu-

nity creates a safe, fun environment for reading!  


